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WE ACT’s Environmental Justice Reading List 
 
This reading list contains a collection of some significant environmental justice (EJ) publications. The 

themes in these readings reflect WE ACT’s 8 indicators of a healthy community.  
Find an EJ read for you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 By: Laura Nayibi Arias 

Clean Air 

Toxic-Free Products 
Sustainable Land Use 
Good Food in Schools 

Open and Green Space 
Affordable, Equitable Transit 
Healthy Indoor Environments 

Waste, Pests and Pesticides Reduction 
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Primary School Reads 

1. Berger, Melvin, and Paul Mirocha. Oil Spill! New York: HarperCollins, 1994. Print. 
 

2. Bouler, Olivia. Olivia's Birds: Saving the Gulf. New York: Sterling Children's, 2011. Print. 
 

3. Cherry, Lynne. The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest. San Diego: 
 Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1990. Print. 
 

4. Drummond, Allan. Energy Island: How One Community Harnessed the Wind and 
 Changed Their World. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2011. Print. 

 
5. Gibbons, Gail. Recycle!: A Handbook for Kids. Boston: Little, Brown, 1992. Print. 

 
6. Green, Jen, and Mike Gordon. Why Should I Recycle? Hauppauge, NY: Barron's, 2005. 

 Print. 
 

7. Hollyer, Beatrice. Our World of Water: Children and Water around the World. New York, 
 NY: Henry Holt and, in Association with Oxfam, 2009. Print. 
 

8. Jenkins, Martin, and Vicky White. Can We save the Tiger? Somerville, MA: Candlewick, 
 2011. Print. 
 

9. Johnson, Jen Cullerton., and Sonia Lynn. Sadler. Seeds of Change: Wangari's Gift to the 
 World.  New York: Lee & Low, 2011. Print. 
 

10. Lewis, Barbara A., and Pamela Espeland. The Kid's Guide to Service Projects: Over 500 
 Service Ideas for Young People Who Want to Make a Difference. Minneapolis, 
 MN: Free Spirit, 1995. Print.* 
 

11. Mayer, Mercer. Our Park. Columbus, OH: McGraw-Hill Children's Pub., 2002. Print. 
 

12. Nivola, Claire A., Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Wangari Maathai. New York: 
 Farrar,  Straus, and Giroux, 2008. Print. 
 

13. Reilly, Kathleen M. Planet Earth: 25 Environmental Projects You Can Build Yourself. 
 White River Junction, VT: Nomad, 2008. Print.* 

 
14. , and Rosa Maria. Curto. The Three R's: Reuse, Reduce, Recycle. Hauppauge: 

 Barrons Educational Series, 2007. Print. 
 

15. Rockliff, Mara. Get Real: What Kind of World are YOU Buying?. Philadelphia: Running, 
 2010.  Print. 
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16. Rohmer, Harriet, and Julie McLaughlin. Heroes of the Environment: True Stories of 

 People Who Are Helping to Protect Our Planet. San Francisco: Chronicle, 2009. 
 Print. * 
 

17. Seuss, Dr. The Lorax. Toronto, ON: Random House of Canada, 1971. Print. 
 

18. Showers, Paul, and Randy Chewning. Where Does the Garbage Go? New York, 
 NY:HarperCollins, 1994. Print. 

 
19. Ward, D. J., and Paul Meisel. What Happens to Our Trash? New York: Collins, 2011. 

 Print. 
 

20. Winter, Jeanette. Wangari's Trees of Peace: A True Story from Africa. Orlando [Fla.: 
 Harcourt, 2008. Print. 

 

Secondary School Reads 

1. Agyeman, Julian, Robert D. Bullard, and Bob Evans. Just Sustainabilities: Development in 
 an Unequal World. Cambridge, MA: MIT, 2003. Print. 

 
2. Bullard, Robert D. Confronting Environmental Racism: Voices from the Grassroots. 

 Boston, MA: South End, 1993. Print. 
 

3. Bullard, Robert D. Dumping in Dixie: Race, Class, and Environmental Quality. Boulder, 
 Colo: Westview, 2000. Print. 

 
4. Bullard, Robert D. The Quest for Environmental Justice: Human Rights and the Politics of 

 Pollution. San Francisco: Sierra Club, 2005. Print. 
 

5. Bullard, Robert D. Unequal Protection: Environmental Justice and Communities of Color. 
 San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1994. Print. 

 
6. Carson, Rachel, and Louis Darling. Silent Spring. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1962. Print. 

 
7. Cole, Luke W., and Sheila R. Foster. From the Ground Up: Environmental Racism and the 

 Rise of  the Environmental Justice Movement. New York: New York UP, 2001. 
 Print. 

 
8. Gore, Albert. An Inconvenient Truth: The Crisis of Global Warming. New York: Viking, 

 2007. Print. 
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9. Jensen, Derrick, and Stephanie McMillan. As the World Burns: 50 Simple Things You Can 
 Do to Stay in Denial. New York: Seven Stories, 2007. Print. 

 
10. Jensen, Derrick. Lives Less Valuable: A Novel. Oakland, CA: PM, 2010. Print. 

 
11. Nancarrow, Loren, and Janet Hogan Taylor. Dead Daisies Make Me Crazy: Garden 

 Solutions without Chemical Pollution. Berkeley: Ten Speed, 2000. Print. 
 

12. Rockliff, Mara. Get Real: What Kind of World are YOU Buying?. Philadelphia: Running, 
 2010.  Print. 

 
13. Rubin, Carole. How to Get Your Lawn & Garden off Drugs. Madeira Park, BC: Habour, 

 1990.  Print. 
 

14. Smith, Sharon J. The Young Activist's Guide to Building a Green Movement + Changing 
 the World. Berkeley [Calif.: Ten Speed, 2011. Print. * 
                                                                            

Adult Reads (College Level +)  

1. Bowen, William M., Mark J. Salling, Kingsley E. Haynes, and Ellen J. Cyran. "Toward 
 Environmental Justice: Spatial Equity in Ohio and Cleveland." Annals of the 
 Association of American Geographers 85.4 (1995): 641-63. Print. 

 
2. Brulle, Robert J., and David N. Pellow. "ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE: Human Health and 

 Environmental Inequalities." Annual Review of Public Health 27.1 (2006): 103-24. 
 Print. 

 
3. Cuesta, Camacho David E. Environmental Injustices, Political Struggles: Race, Class, and 

 the Environment. Durham: Duke UP, 1998. Print. 
 

4. Cutter, S. L. "Race, Class and Environmental Justice." Progress in Human Geography 
 19.1 (1995): 111-22. Print. * 

 
5. Dadd-Redalia, Debra. Toxic Free: How to Protect Your Health and Home from the 

 Chemicals That Are Making You Sick. New York: Jeremy P. Tarcher/Penguin, 
 2011. Print. 

 
6. Faber, Daniel. Capitalizing on Environmental Injustice: The Polluter-industrial Complex in 

 the Age of Globalization. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2008. Print. 
 

7. Harrison, Jill Lindsey. Pesticide Drift and the Pursuit of Environmental Justice. Cambridge, 
 MA: MIT, 2011. Print. 
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8. Levy, Barry S., and Victor W. Sidel. Social Injustice and Public Health. Oxford: Oxford UP, 
  2006.  Print. 

 
9. Meyer, Art, and Jocele Meyer. Earth-keepers: Environmental Perspectives on Hunger, 

 Poverty, and Injustice. Scottdale, PA: Herald, 1991. Print.  
 

10. Park, Robert E., Ernest W. Burgess, Morris Janowitz, and Roderick D. MacKenzie. The 
 City: [suggestions for Investigation of Human Behavior in the Urban 
 Environment]. Chicago [u.a.: Univ. of Chicago, 1997. Print. 

 
11. Pastor, Manuel, Jim Sadd, and John Hipp. "Which Came First? Toxic Facilities, Minority 

 Move-In, and Environmental Justice." Journal of Urban Affairs 23.1 (2001): 1-21. 
  Print.  
 

12. Pavel, M. Paloma. Breakthrough Communities: Sustainability and Justice in the next 
  American Metropolis. Cambridge, MA: MIT, 2009. Print. 

 
13. Pellow, David N. Garbage Wars: The Struggle for Environmental Justice in Chicago. 

 Cambridge, MA: MIT, 2002. Print. 
 

14. Shiva, Vandana. Earth Democracy: Justice, Sustainability, and Peace. Cambridge, MA: 
 South End, 2005. Print. * 

 
15. Shrader-Frechette, Kristin. "Human Rights and Duties to Alleviate Environmental 

 Injustice: The  Domestic Case." Journal of Human Rights 6.1 (2007): 107-30. 
 Print. * 

 
16. Shrader-Frechette, K. S. Environmental Justice: Creating Equality, Reclaiming 

 Democracy. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2002. Print. * 
 

17. Wark, Kenneth, Cecil Francis Warner, and Wayne T. Davis. Air Pollution: Its Origin and 
 Control. Menlo Park, CA: Addison-Wesley, 1998. Print.  

 
18. Washington, Sylvia Hood, Heather Goodall, and Paul C. Rosier. Echoes from the Poisoned 

 Well: Global Memories of Environmental Injustice. Lanham, MD: Lexington, 2006. 
 Print. 

 
19. Widener, Patricia. Oil Injustice: Resisting and Conceding a Pipeline in Ecuador. Lanham, 

 MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2011. Print. 
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Targeted Scientific Literature 
 

1. Bullard, Robert, Paul Mohai, Robin Saha, and Beverly Wright. "Toxic Wastes and Race at 
 Twenty: 1987-2007." (2001): n. page. Print.  

 
2. Claire D. Brindis, et al. "Creating An Environmental Justice Framework For Policy Change 

 In Childhood Asthma: A Grassroots To Treetops Approach." American Journal Of 
 Public  Health (2011): S208-S216. Environment Complete. Web. 

 
3. Cullen, Karen Weber, Kathy Watson, and Issa Zakeri. "Improvements In Middle School 

 Student Dietary Intake After Implementation Of The Texas Public School 
 Nutrition Policy." American Journal Of Public Health 98.1 (2008): 111-117. 
 Environment Complete. Web. 8 June 2012.  
 

4. Gallegos , Bill, Denise Perry, Kalila Barnett, Diane Takvorian , Burt Lauderdale , Peggy 
 Shepard, Cecile Corbin- Mark , Roger Kim and Donele Wilkins. "Environmental 
 Justice and the Green Economy: A Vision Statement and Case Studies for Just 
 and Sustainable Solutions." (2010): n. page. Print. 

 
5. Gupta, Abhik. "Pesticide Use In South And South-East Asia: Environmental Public Health 

 And Legal Concerns." American Journal Of Environmental Sciences 8.2 (2012): 
 152-157. Environment Complete. Web. 8 June 2012.  

 
6. Humby, Tracy. "The Biowatch Case: Major Advance In South African Law Of Costs And 

 Access To Environmental Justice." Journal Of Environmental Law 22.1 (2010): 
 125-134. Environment Complete. Web. 8 June 2012.  

 
7. Michael Buzzelli, et al. "Transboundary Air Pollution And Environmental Justice: 

 Vancouver And Seattle Compared." Geojournal 75.6 (2010): 595-608. 
 Environment Complete. Web. 8 June 2012.  

 
8. Nweke, Onyemaechi C., and William H. Sanders III. "Modern Environmental Health 

 Hazards: A Public Health Issue Of Increasing Significance In Africa." 
 Environmental Health Perspectives 117.6 (2009): 863-870. Environment 
 Complete. Web. 8 June 2012. 

 
9. Pastor, Manuel, James Sadd, and Rachel Morello-Frosch. "Still Toxic After All These 

 Years: Air Quality and Environmental Justice in the San Francisco Bay Area." 
 (2007): n. page. Print.  

 
10. Rojas-Cheatham, Ann, Dana Paredes, Shana Griffin, Aparna Shah, and Eveline Shen. 

 "Looking Both Ways: Women." (2009): n. page. Print.  
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11. Ruthann A. Rudel, et al. "Linking Exposure Assessment Science With Policy Objectives 

 For Environmental Justice And Breast Cancer Advocacy: The Northern California 
 Household Exposure Study." American Journal Of Public Health 99.S3 (2009): 
 S600-S609. Environment Complete. Web. 8 June 2012.  

 
12. Schlosberg, David, and David Carruthers. "Indigenous Struggles, Environmental Justice, 

 And Community Capabilities." Global Environmental Politics 10.4 (2010): 12-35. 
 Environment Complete. Web. 8 June 2012.  

 
13. Winson, Anthony. "School Food Environments And The Obesity Issue: Content, 

 Structural Determinants, And Agency In Canadian High Schools." Agriculture & 
 Human Values 25.4 (2008): 499-511. Environment Complete. Web. 8 June 2012.   

 
14. Wojcicki, Janet M., and Melvin B. Heyman. "Healthier Choices And Increased 

 Participation In A Middle School Lunch Program: Effects Of Nutrition Policy 
 Changes In San Francisco." American Journal Of Public Health 96.9 (2006): 1542-
 1547. Environment Complete. Web. 8 June 2012.  

 
15. The First National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit, . "The Principles of 

 Environmental Justice." (1991): n. page. Print.  
 

16. The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, . "Now is the Time: Environmental 
 Injustice in the U.S. and Recommendations for Eliminating Disparities." (2010): n. 
 page. Print.  

 
17. The National Asian Pacific American Forum, . "Removing the Coat." (2011): n. page. 

 Print.  
 

Other Great Reads Regarding Environmental Awareness 
 

1. Jensen, Derrick. Endgame. New York: Seven Stories, 2006. Print. 
 

2. Jensen, Derrick. Endgame: Resistance. New York: Seven Stories, 2006. Print. 
 

3. Jensen, Derrick. Truths among Us: Conversations on Building a New Culture : Interviews. 
 Oakland, CA: PM, 2011. Print. 

 
4. Jensen, Derrick. A Language Older than Words. New York: Context, 2000. Print. 

 
5. Jensen, Derrick, and Aric McBay. What We Leave behind. New York: Seven Stories, 2009. 

 Print. 
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6. Jensen, Derrick, and Stephanie McMillan. Mischief in the Forest: A Yarn Yarn. Crescent, 
 CA: Flashpoint, 2010. Print. 

 
7. Jensen, Derrick. Listening to the Land: Conversations about Nature, Culture, and Eros. 

 San Francisco:  Sierra Club, 1995. Print. 
 

8. McBay, Aric, Lierre Keith, and Derrick Jensen. Deep Green Resistance: Strategy to save 
 the Planet. New York: Seven Stories, 2011. Print. 

 
9. McDuff, Mallory D. Natural Saints: How People of Faith Are Working to save God's Earth. 

 Oxford: Oxford UP, 2010. Print. 
 

10. McDuff, Mallory D. Sacred Acts: How Churches Are Working to Protect Earth's Climate. 
 Gabriola, BC: New Society, 2012. Print. 

 
11. Shiva, Vandana. Soil Not Oil: Environmental Justice in a Time of Climate Crisis. 

 Cambridge, MA: South End, 2008. Print. 
 

12. Shrader-Frechette, Kristin. "Conceptual analysis and special-interest science: toxicology 
 and the case of Edward Calabrese." (2010): n. page. Print. 

 
13. Stein, Rachel. New Perspectives on Environmental Justice: Gender, Sexuality, and 

 Activism. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers UP, 2004. Print. 
 

 
Other Resources  

http://www.dscej.org/index.php?option=com_weblinks&view=category&id=74&Itemid=255 
http://www.ejrc.cau.edu/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

*Publications that represent environmental justice on a broader sense. 

http://www.dscej.org/index.php?option=com_weblinks&view=category&id=74&Itemid=255
http://www.ejrc.cau.edu/

